= :'~i|||'- il evenis, Thess dre Cracial (o
keep the program going and growing
Flost talks or seminars that fecus on
current issues such as “hate" or bias
motivated violence, crime in schools,
teenage alcohol and other drug dbuse
or domestic violence, Adopt a park ar
schoal avgmund and palnt oves
graffitl, Spensor s block party, holi-
iy -.J|||||1'rI af villevball or sofiball
game which will provide neighbors a
chance b get (0 know eiach other.

> Addrensing othar agpects of communi-
ty safety. For instance, star; a block
parent program o help chililren In
EMErgency SItuations

What ara my responaibilitiss as a Watch

Membar®

* B alert?

¥ Know vour nelghbors and waich out
tar esach other

» Beport suspidiouns activites amnd
crimas o the paollce or sherils’ depart-
mEnt

= Learn how you con make voursel [ and

VOUr COMMUAMILY &8 fer

VWhat kind of activities shonld I be an
the lookout for as 8 Watch Flember?

» Somecns scréaming or shouting [or
far '|'|'|

> Spmeone Iooking in windows of
hiouses and parked care,

= Propery being taken oot of homses
'|'|'|II':r' FUCH CFFIEE S L1 :"."II:Il" of [rom

rloged hsinesses

= CArs vins or iracks FrOVIngE '.;nwi:-.
with no apparcnt destinaton or with-
out lights

* anyvone being forced into a vehicle, A
stTanger sitting in a car.or stopping to
talk 1o a child

» Heport these incidents (o the police o
aherifls' department. Talk abouit
cancerns and i.ll-..-|!|'||7ma- Wikl vl

naighhors
How should I report these incidents.

¥ 2all 9-1-1 or your local emergency
AUmBEr.

= Give your naeme and addroess

> Exyplain whal happened,

* Hriefly describe the suspect: sex and
race, apge, hedpht, welght, halr color,
clodhing, distinctive characteristics
sl 338 Deaid |:.'.=n-|:ll.|'|r;. SCArs, Ol
T el ]

*> Describe the vehicle if one was
invalved: color, make, model, year
license plate, and special features
swch as stickers.

£ CRIME

Laume Paevensign Tips Irom
Mational Crome Prevention Council
1T K Srreet, WW, Second Floor
Wamhingron, [ 200061817
]
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TAKE A STAND
AGAINST CRIME
Join a
Neighborhood
Watch




A Neighborhood Watch Primer

Medghborhood Waich, Block Watsh, Town
Watch, Bullding Watch, Crime Watch —

whatewver the name, it's ane of the most effec.

tive and least costly ways to prevent crime
and roduce fear, Melghborhood Watch fighes
the isclation that crime both creates and
feeds upon, 1t forges bands among arca resi-
denes, halps reduce burglaries and robberizy,
and improves relations between police and
the communities they serve.

Why Neighborhood Watoch?

* It works. Throughout the country, dra-
mutic decreases in burglary and related
offenses are reported by law enforcement
professionals in communities with active
Watch programs

» Today's tranaient society prodoces com-
munities that are less personal, Many
families have two working parents and
children Involved In many activitles that
keep them away from home. An empty
house in a nelghbarhood where none of
the neighbors know the pwner is a prime
target for burglary,

» Malghborhood Watch also helps build
pride and serves a8 a springhoard for
effores that address other conm-muniiy
CoTCErs such as recreation fwr vouih,
child care, and affordable housing,

How does a Nelghborhood Watch start?

A motivated Individual, a few concemead
residents, 3 community organtzatlon, or a
law enforcement agency can spearhead
the efforts to pstablish a Warch, Together
they:

¥ Organize a small planning commlites of
neighbore to discues neads, the leve] of
intercst, and possible community prob-
lems,

¥ Contact the local police or sherilfs' depart-
meni, or lecal crime prevention organiza-
tion, for help in training members in
home security and reporting skills and
for information on local crime paterns

* Hold an initial meeting to gauge nefghbors
interest; establish the purpose of the
program; and begin to identify saues that
need w he addressed

* Select a coordinator,

» Ask for block captain volunteers who arc
responaible for relaying information w
members.

* Recrult members, keeping up-to-date
information on new residenis and making
spezial efforts to invalve the eldarly,
working parents, and voung people.

> Work with local government or law
enforcement 1o put up Nelghborhood
Waich signs, usually after at least 50
percent of all households are
enralled,

Who aan ba Invelved?

Any community resident can join —
young and old, single and married, renter
and homeowner. Even the busiest of
people can belong w a Melghborbood Wateh
= they too can keep an eye oul for
neighbors as they come and go.

Ilive in an apartment building. Can I
start a Nelghborhood Watch?

Yes, Watch Groups can be formed
arcund any geographical unit; a

block, apartment building, townhouse
complex, park, buginess area, public
housing complex, office building, or
Marina.

What does a Neighborhood Watch do?

= A Melghborhood Waich I8 nelghbors
helping neighbors. They are extra
eyes and ears for reporting crime and
helping neighhors,

> Members meet their neighbors, learn
how to make their homes more
encure, watch out for sach other ansd
the neighborhasd, and report nctivi-
Lies that raise (heir suspicions to the
police or shert s oflioe,

» Mark valuable property with an iden-

tifying number (Operation LI.) o
dizcourage theft and help law enforce-
mert agencies identify and retum
siolen property

What are the mijor components of &
Watch Program

» Meetings., These should be set up on
a regular basis such as bi-monthly,
monthly, or six times a year.

> Cidzens’ or community patrol, A citd-

fend” patcol is made up of volunteers
who wilk or drive through the com-
murity and alert palice to crime aned

guestionable activitics. Mot all neighbar-
hood watches need o citizens’ patrol,

» Communications. These can be as
simple as a weskly (lier posted on
community announcement boards (o
a manthly newsletter that updates
neighbors on the progress of the pra-
gram to a neiphborhood electronic
bulletin board,



