
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer in Charge, Sergeant Mike Padilla  
 

 
Log onto www.lapdonline.org today!  You can view information on the crime in your 

neighborhood, get the monthly newsletter and sign up for e-policing, a real-time way to 
get information from LAPD to you!    

 
    
LAKE BALBOA COMMUNITY 
 
Senior Lead Officer David Ham – Office: (818) 374-7634 
               Cell: (818) 731-2551 
 
Senior Lead Officer Saul Paredes – Office: (818) 374-7635 
                          Cell: (818) 731-2554 
Contact Officer Ham or Paredes for information on the 
next Lake Balboa Neighborhood Watch Meeting. 
 

ARE YOU A FUTURE BURGLARY VICTIM? 
Most Burglaries in your neighborhood are likely being committed by individuals looking to take advantage of 
an easy target.  You should take into considerations the following factors in reducing the possibility of being a 
victim of a residential burglary. 

- Install a deadbolt 
- Install solid  exterior doors 
- Keep garage doors closed and locked 
- Secure sliding doors and windows (Use cut broom handles in tracks and drill hole in casing for 

pin/nail) 
- Mark your property 
- Provide lighting (motion sensor lights in the backyard areas, keep porches and driveways well lit) 
- Reduce shrubbery and plant thorny bushes under windows. 
- Don’t hide your extra house key in the exterior of the house. 
- Do not leave mail build up 
- Work together with your neighbors 

 

These are all suggestions in reducing the likelihood of being a victim of a burglary.  We certainly 
appreciate the community being the eyes and ears for your police department.  If you have any 
questions or would be interested in fur ther information on crime prevention, or setting up a 
neighborhood watch group, please contact your communities Senior Lead Officer.  
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                                            THE COMMUNITY OF RESEDA 
 

Senior Lead Officer Royal Barber – Office: (818) 374-7629 
       Cell: (818) 731-2580 

                                                                                      Senior Lead Officer Isela Parra  – Office: (818) 374-7631 
     Cell: (818) 731-2574 

       Next Neighborhood Watch Meeting: October 15, 2009 
West Valley Station – Community Room 

SO YOU LEFT YOUR STUFF IN YOUR CAR… 
 
The City of Los Angeles is unique from other big cities in America.  We live in a city that is spread out from 
the San Fernando Valley in the north, to East LA, to West LA, the Palisades and Brentwood, and on south to 
the San Pedro harbor area.  Our mass transit system is still in its infancy, when compared to New York, 
Chicago, Boston, and even San Francisco.   
 
What binds this city together??  Our cars…of course.  We are a city of car drivers and many of us spend two or 
more hours per day in our cars.  Our cars are an extension of us, our personality.  A statement of who we are.  
We keep mobile DVD systems, IPods, cell phones, laptop computers and other high tech and valuable items in 
our cars to entertain us, stay in touch, and multi-task our busy lives.  These items are depended upon, yet we 
don’t think anyone can get into our cars if we close the windows, lock the doors and set the alarm. 
 
Many people get lazy or forgetful and leave their expensive “toys” in their cars.  Just because your car is 
parked in front of your house, or in your driveway doesn’t make your car invulnerable to break-ins.  Make it a 
point to take your things out of your car.  DON’T HIDE STUFF IN THE GLOVE BOX OR CENTER 
CONSOLE.  Guess what…the car thieves know where everyone hides their GPS systems, I-Pods, and phones.  
Do yourself a favor, take your belongings into your house.  You’ll save yourself a few hundred dollars in car 
window and/or door repairs. 
 
Question:  Have you heard a car alarm go off at night on your street?  If you heard it, did you do anything 
about it? 
 
The answer most of the time is “No, I ignored it.  It was probably a false alarm.” 
 
Many people have desensitized themselves to the many noises of daily life, including car alarms.  This defeats 
the purpose of the alarm.  Many times the alarm activation maybe false.  It’s up to you (the car alarm owner) to 
have your alarm calibrated to not be too sensitive.  The alarm is the car’s voice yelling for help.  If you let it 
“cry wolf” you’re going loose your expensive things.  If you hear an alarm go off, take the time to look out the 
window, you may see the bad guy and be able to help the police arrest him. 

 

 

  
 

New Online Services for Alarm Systems 
The City of Los Angeles requires that all residents and business owners that have an active 
alarm system have a City permit for their alarm on file with the City of Los Angeles.  This 
permit must be renewed on a yearly basis. 
 
The City now offers residential or commercial alarm system users the ability to manage their 
alarm permits over the Internet. Users can now register, renew and pay their alarm permit fees 
over the Internet.  
 
These new services are available on the Office of Finance website at www.lacity.org/finance.  
 



THE COMMUNITY OF TARZANA 
Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins – Office: (818) 374-7632 
          Cell: (818) 731-2573 
Next Neighborhood Watch Meeting: October 20, 2009 
West Valley Station – Community Room 
 
 
 
 
IS GRAFFITTI PLAGUING OUR COMMUNITY? 
 
The start of the school year also brings about annual “renewal”….graffiti.  This is a common problem in all 
areas of Los Angeles.  Unfortunately, Tarzana has its share of graffiti.  The most common is the paint marker 
or spray paint can messages and monikers left on street signs and sides of walls.  Another very destructive 
method of graffiti is the use of solvents to etch into the glass of windows and doors.  
 
This problem is something we ALL can help to minimize.  You can help your neighbors, at home as well as 
you “business neighbors,” by taking the extra second or two and look at what is going on around you.  Whether 
you are at home or running errands on Ventura Boulevard, you can take a few seconds to observe what people 
are doing.  If you see someone writing on the bus bench, or on a street sign, call 911 and call us at the West 
Valley Senior Lead office, and we will get out to the area as soon as possible.   
 
Being aware of your surrounding is also a great way to prevent yourself from being a victim of a crime.  The 
“bad guys” look for a person that is oblivious of what’s going on around them.  They don’t want to be 
identified and count on the element of surprise to commit their crimes.  If you are looking around and acting 
like you know what’s going on, the bad guys will move on to another person. 
 
The moral of this story is…take ownership in your community, report any crimes you see, and help your 
neighbors.  If everyone does this, Tarzana will be an even greater place to live and work. 
 
 
 

THE COMMUNITY OF ENCINO 
Senior Lead Officer Robert Trulik – Office: (818) 374-7637 
       Cell: (818) 731-2572 

Contact Officer Trulik to get information on 
 the next Encino Neighborhood Watch Meeting. 

 
 

 
JUNIOR HAS BEEN ARRESTED IN MEXICO…SEND MONEY TO BAIL HIM OUT. 
 
There is a new scam making the rounds in the Encino community.  The scammers target our elderly neighbors 
and have information on grandchildren and/or children.  They call the victims and tell them that a child or 
grandchild as been arrested in Canada or Mexico and they must send bail to get the family members out of jail.   
Several members of our community have been targeted by this scam.  Victims of this scam have lost anywhere 
from $2500.00 to $4000.00 per victim.  If you get a phone call about a family member arrested outside the 
United States, confirm with family members and call the West Valley Senior Lead Office.

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help Keep LAPD’s 
West Valley Area at its Best 

 

JOIN THE WEST VALLEY COMMUNITY-POLICE ADVISORY BOARD 
 
The West Valley Area Community-Police Advisory Board (C-PAB) is a civilian advisory board that works in 
conjunction with the LAPD-West Valley Area.  Their mission is to solve problems that are of concern to the 
community and to support the officers of the West Valley Area in reducing crime and the fear of crime in the 
West Valley area. 
 
If you are interested in finding out what C-PAB is all about, you are invited to attend their monthly meetings 
at West Valley Station.  The West Valley C-PAB meets at 7:00 pm, on the second Wednesday of every 
month.  If you live in the communities of Encino, Tarzana, Lake Balboa, or Reseda, you are welcome to come 
to the police station and meet the board. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday October 14, 2009 

7:00 pm 
Valley Bureau Communications Center 

23001 Roscoe Blvd, West Hills 

 

For More Information on 
How to Join 

Please contact: Jeanette 
Capaldi 

At (818) 374-7690 


