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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWS
COMMANDING OFFICER’S MESSAGE
Looking back over 2009, Southwest Division has and
continues to accomplish several goals. I have had the
opportunity to meet with many residents, community
activists, and business owners that reside and work in this
area. As a result, I understand just how important our
partnership is in addressing crime, the quality of life issues in
our community and I applaud our combined efforts. Crime is
still down in Southwest Division and this speaks volumes to
your involvement as stakeholders because we could not have
been successful without your support. To that end, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
contribution and positive service to this community.
In the coming year, we must remain diligent as there are still
problems to be solved and changes to be made. We must
continue our collaborative efforts to make this community an
even safer place to work and live. We can do it! Our families
depend on it.
Finally, on behalf of the officers and civilian staff of the
Southwest Community Police Station, we wish you a joyous
holiday season and very Happy New Year!
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CRIME PREVENTION
Community awareness is the key to crime
prevention. If you are interested in establishing
a Block Club in your area, please contact your
Senior Lead Officer for assistance.

CRIME AND ARREST INFORMATION
Officers in Southwest Division have been working
extremely hard to reduce crime, provide a safe
environment and a better quality of life for the
community of Southwest Division.

Teach your children their full name, address
and telephone number to give to police
officers or mall security. Teach children to
immediately inform you if a stranger is
bothering them.

3SLO1-ADAMS BOULEVARD
NEIGHBORHOOD
Crime Trends
In the first eleven months of the year, the Adams
Boulevard neighborhood experienced considerably
low crime. Senior Lead Officer(SLO) Sergio
Sanchez reports that there were no crime clusters(5 or
more crimes in a reporting district). Unfortunately,
some residents of the Adams Boulevard community
did report burglary incidents in the area of Rodeo
Road, between La Brea and Clyde Avenue, and also
on Cochran Avenue between Blacklwelder and
Hauser. Please remember to lock your windows and
doors when you leave for work in the morning. If
you are going to be on vacation for a lengthy period
of time, please notify Senior Lead Officer Sanchez as
he may be able to facilitate extra patrol for you.
Crime Tips-Shopping with Children
If possible, leave small children at home with
a trusted babysitter.
Teach your child to go to a store clerk and
ask for help in case your child is separated
from you.
Teach children to stay close to you at all
times while shopping.

3SLO15-WEST ADAMS NEIGHBORHOOD
Crime Trends
Season’s Greetings to everyone from Senior Lead
Officer (SLO) Tracy Hauter! There is good news to
report to the West Adams Neighborhood! Overall,
crime is down!
Unfortunately, all crime has not completely
diminished as there was a reported shooting incident.
On November 22, 2009 at approximately 1:15 PM,
in the 3900 Block of W. 27th Street, suspects pulled
up to the victim who was on foot and fired multiple
shots. The suspects are described as only as (2) male
blacks, 25-30 years of age, driving a 4 door Honda
Civic.
If anyone has any information regarding this incident,
please contact Senior Lead Officer Tracy Hauter at
(323)-387-9617.
Crime Tip-Street Lighting

Never allow children to make unaccompanied
trips to the restroom.
Children should never be allowed to go to the
car alone and they should never be left alone
in the car.

Many crimes occur under the cover of darkness. Do
you feel like there is not enough lighting on your
street? If so, contact SLO Hauter at
35896@LAPD.LACITY.ORG. She will facilitate a

service request with the Department of Water and
Power(DWP) for areas that require additional
lighting.

3SLO19-NORTH UNIVERSITY PARK
Crime Trends
Senior Lead Officer Sam Salazar reported that the
North University Park area experienced a high
number of auto related crimes during the month of
November. These crimes were highly concentrated
in the area from the 10 Freeway to the north, down to
Jefferson Blvd on the south, and from Normandie on
the west, to Hoover Street on the east. Southwest
officers conducted an auto theft/crime suppression
detail on November 24th, 2009 which yielded several
misdemeanor arrests and citations. If you observe
any suspicious activity in your area, please contact
SLO Salazar at 323/387-9616.
Crime Tips-Shopping

Pay for purchases with a check or credit card
when possible.
Keep cash in your front pocket.
Notify the credit card issuer immediately if
your credit card is lost, stolen or misused.
Keep a record of all of your credit card
numbers in a safe place at home.
Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or
purse. They are the prime targets of criminals
in crowded shopping areas, transportation
terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid
transit.
Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It
is important to have clear visibility and
freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.
Beware of strangers approaching you for any
reason. At this time of year, "con-artists" may
try various methods of distracting you with
the intention of taking your money or
belongings.

Follow these helpful tips while out shopping during
the holiday season.
Shop during daylight hours whenever
possible. If you must shop at night, go with a
friend or family member.
Dress casually and comfortably.
Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.
Always carry your California Driver License
or Identification Card along with necessary
cash, checks and/or a credit card you expect
to use.

3SLO31-JEFFERSON PARK
Crime Trends

Even though you are rushed and thinking
about a thousand things, stay alert to your
surroundings.
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.

Senior Lead Officer Biondo reports that while
burglary crimes were down significantly throughout
Southwest Division during the month of November
2009, there were numerous residential burglaries in

the Jefferson Park area. These crimes primarily
appear to be clustered between Coliseum
Street/Exposition Boulevard and Crenshaw
Boulevard /Chesapeake Avenue. Additionally, there
was a clustering of incidents in the area bounded by
Bronson Avenue/10th Avenue and Exposition
Boulevard/Montclair Street. Residents are
encouraged to fully secure their residence, cut
overgrown shrubbery and improve lighting around
their home.
During the same time period there were also four
shootings within Jefferson Park. The most notable
occurred on November 1, 2009. At that time Officers
responded to a shooting call in the area of Jefferson
Boulevard and Hillcrest Avenue. They observed
several individuals walking in the alley, one of whom
carried an assault rifle. Officers detained, arrested
suspects, and later recovered additional firearms and
ammunition from one suspect’s residence.
The holiday season is traditionally the time of year
where property crimes, (including thefts, burglaries,
burglaries from motor vehicles and grand theft auto),
spike. To that end, residents are reminded to be
aware of their surroundings and secure their
valuables, vehicles and residences at all times.
As the precarious economic situation within the
nation continues, individuals are discovering new
ways of making money. One of the most problematic
activities, are after hour, underground clubs.

Typically an individual or individuals rent a vacant
warehouse or storefront from an oftentimes
unsuspecting landlord. They then advertise (mainly
through flyers and the internet) about the location.
Depending on the level of marketing, these parties
attract large crowds. Generally, these parties are
unregulated and many are open to persons 18 yrs or
younger. Furthermore, most if not all of these
locations serve alcohol and are open from 1:00 am
until 6:00 am or later. All of this activity occurs
without any permits or regulations. The
corresponding crowds exacerbate the limited parking
problem, leading to debris and noise problems and
contribute to additional property and nuisance issues.
Upon becoming aware of this activity citizens should,
(only if it is safe), obtain as much information about
all individuals and vehicles involved.
If the situation rises to the level of an emergency,
immediately call 9-1-1 and relay all of the
information you have recorded.
If the situation is not life-threatening, contact the
below listed department resource:
Southwest Area Vice Unit 485-2593
Crime Tips-Holiday Awareness
The holiday season is always a special time of year. It
is also a time when busy people become careless and
vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime. We can
never be too careful, too prepared or too aware.
Please share this information with family, friends and
neighbors. The Los Angeles Police Department
wishes you a safe, happy and peaceful holiday
season.

Shopping/Driving:
Shop during daylight hours whenever
possible. If you must shop at night, go with a
friend or family member.
Do not carry a purse or wallet. But if you
must, remember to keep a secure hold on it as
they are prime targets of criminals in
crowded shopping areas, transportation
terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid
transit.
Always carry your California Driver License
or Identification Card.

3SLO41-BALWIN HILLS/VISTA AND
VILLAGE GREEN
Crime Trends
There have been several community meetings that
have been attended by Senior Lead Officer (SLO)
Kevan Beard in the Baldwin Hills, Baldwin Vista,
and Village Green communities. At these meetings
crime statistics and crime prevention tips are given
out. SLO Beard strongly believes that by attending
these meetings and becoming involved in the
community will continue to reduce the number of
crimes that occur in this neighborhood.

Even though you are rushed, stay alert to
your surroundings.
Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Any
cash you do carry place it in your front
pockets.
Notify the credit card issuer immediately if
your credit card is lost, stolen or misused.
When approaching or leaving your vehicle, be
aware of your surroundings.
Do not approach your car alone if there are
suspicious people in the area.

Baldwin Hills experiences a large number of very
disruptive house parties. SLO Beard has issued
citations for these parties and it appears to have
worked at several of the locations. With the holidays
coming to an end these parties will most likely stop,
however if they continue, please contact SLO Beard
with the address and any information you have about
the party. He can be reached at 323/387-9621.

•

If you have information on crime that is
occurring in your neighborhood you can
contact the Southwest Division Crime Tip
Line at 213-485-7492.

•

The LAPD is also accepting anonymous
crime tips via cell phone. You can text your
information to CRIMES (274637) and begin
your message with the letters LAPD

Ask mall or store security for an escort before
leaving your shopping location.
Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It
is important to have clear visibility and
freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.
Beware of strangers approaching you for any
reason. At this time of year, "con-artists" may
try various methods of distracting you with
the intention of taking your money or
belongings.
Avoid parking next to vans, trucks with
camper shells, or cars with tinted windows.
Park as close as you can to your destination
and take notice of where you parked your car.

3SLO55-WESTERN CORRIDOR AND
JEFFERSON PARK
Crime Trends
Senior Lead Officer Pierre Olega reported that
Jefferson Park and the Western Park area experienced
an increase in graffiti. Operation Clean Sweep (OCS)

operates a graffiti hotline at 800 / 611-CITY ( or 800
/ 611-2489 ). Residents may report graffiti and also
establish a work order through community-based
graffiti removal agencies. These agencies supervise
community volunteers, as well as juveniles and adults
who are ordered to perform community service from
an appointed judge. Work is performed using paint,
chemical solvents or sandblasting, depending on the
type of surface. All services are free of charge.
To report Graffiti within the City of Los Angeles,
please follow these steps:
Note the details of the graffiti, including the street,
the cross street, the surface, and the color.

Report the graffiti online by clicking on the On-line
Graffiti Removal Request Form link below, or call
the graffiti hotline at:
800 / 611- 2489
Crime Tips-Burglary Prevention

Keep grills, lawnmowers and other valuables in a
locked garage or shed.
Store firearms unloaded and locked in storage
boxes and secured with trigger guard locks.
Inscribe valuable items, such as televisions,
stereos and computers with an identifying number
approved by your local police.
Have an up-to-date home inventory that includes
pictures. Keep a complete copy somewhere outside
of the house.
Never leave a message on your answering
machine that indicates you may be away from
home.
If you hear an intruder while at home, leave safely
if you can, then call police. If you can't leave, lock
yourself in a room with a phone and call police. If
an intruder is in your room, pretend you are
asleep.
Trim all shrubbery that could conceal criminal
activity near doors and windows.

Keep all doors locked at night and every time you
leave your home.

Consider using timed interior lights and outdoor
timed or motion lights to make your home appear
occupied when you are away.

Use doors that feature wide-angle peepholes at
heights everyone can use.

If you park your car outside, never leave a garage
door opener inside your vehicle.

If you have glass panels near or in doors, make
sure glass is reinforced so they cannot be
shattered.
Make sure the door leading from the attached
garage to the house is solid wood or metal-clad
and protected with a quality keyed door lock and
deadbolt.
Lock the overhead garage door - do not just rely
on an automatic door opener.
Make sure sliding glass doors have strong,
working key locks.

3SLO57-UNIVERSITY VILLAGE (USC)
Crime Trends
The USC area has continued to experience bike thefts
and Burglary from Motor Vehicles (BFMV). The
primary reason that suspects are taking advantage of
the USC area is because some students fail to lock
and secure their bikes. Students are urged to buy a
sturdy lock and make sure to lock their bikes to a
fixed object, preferably a bike rack. As for Burglary
from Motor Vehicles, this crime has continued due to

victims failing to remove their personal property out
of plain view. Although, Southwest police officers
will continue to patrol this area, students are
encouraged to take preventative measures to impede
their chances of becoming a victim of a crime.

Crime Tips-Automated Teller Usage
The following Holiday Safety Tip was compiled, in
cooperation with the LAPD Crime Prevention
Section, to contribute to the safety and security of
people during the holiday season. The holiday season
is always a special time of year. It is also a time
when busy people become careless and vulnerable to
theft and other holiday crime. We can never be too
careful. Please share this information with family,
friends and neighbors.
The Los Angeles Police Department wishes you a
safe, happy and peaceful holiday season.
If you must use an ATM, choose one that is
located inside a police station, mall, or welllighted location. Withdraw only the amount of
cash what you need.
Protect your PIN by shielding the ATM
keypad from anyone who is standing near
you.
Do not throw your ATM receipt away at the
ATM location.

3SLO63-BALDWIN VILLAGE
Crime Trends
Last month, Senior Lead Officer Thomsen reported a
series of burglaries that have been occurring during
daytime hours on Hillcrest Drive between Martin
Luther King Boulevard and Santo Tomas Drive.
Since Senior Lead Officer Thomsen and her team of
officers have been actively working these areas,
minimum crime has been reported. Officer Thomsen
would like the citizens of the community to report
suspicious activity in their area and she assures the
community that this area will continue to be
monitored. Please remember if you need immediate
response from the police, please call 9-1-1.
If you would like to personally speak to Officer
Thomsen, please contact her at 323/387-9614.
Crime Trends-Identity Theft
The LAPD suggests the following crime prevention
techniques to avoid becoming a victim of Identity
Theft:
To minimize the amount of information an
identity thief can steal, do not carry extra
credit cards, a social security card, birth
certificate or passport in your wallet or purse,
except when needed.
To reduce the amount of personal information
that is in circulation, one should consider the
following:
Remove your name from the marketing lists of
the three major credit reporting bureaus, i.e.,
Equifax, Experian (formerly TRW) and Trans
Union. This will limit the number of preapproved offers of credit that you receive.
These offers, if thrown away in the trash, are
potential targets of identity thieves who will
use them to order credit cards using your
identity.
Sign up for the Direct Marketing Association
Mail Preference Service and the Telephone
Preference Service. By doing this, your name

is added to computerized name deletion lists
used by nationwide marketers.

Always take credit card receipts with you.
Never throw them in a public trash container.

Have your name and address removed from
telephone books and reverse directories.

Watch the mail when you expect a new or
reissued credit card to arrive. Contact the
issuer if the card does not arrive.

Install a locked mailbox at your residence or
business to reduce mail theft or use a post
office box.
When you order new checks, do not have them
sent to your home address. Have them sent to
a post office box or arrange to pick them up
at your bank.
When you pay bills, do not place the
envelopes containing your checks in your
home mailbox for the letter carrier to pick up.
If stolen, your checks can be altered and
cashed by identity thieves. It is best to mail
your checks and other sensitive mail at the
post office rather than your home or
neighborhood mailbox. Write checks with a
fine-point permanent marker.
Pay bills with an electronic bill payment
service.
Reduce the number of credit cards you
actively use to a bare minimum. Carry only
one or two credit cards in your wallet. Cancel
all unused credit card accounts. Even though
you do not use these accounts, account
numbers are recorded in your credit report
along with other data that can be used by
identity thieves.
Never give out your credit card number or
other personal information over the
telephone, unless you have a trusted business
relationship with the person or company and
you have initiated the telephone call.
Order your credit report once a year from
each of the three major credit bureaus to
check for inaccuracies and fraudulent use of
your accounts. Make sure that you recognize
every line of information established in your
file.

3SLO73-LEIMERT PARK AND THE
CRENSHAW CORRIDOR
Crime Trends
In the first week of November, Senior Lead Officer
Sasajima advised the Leimert Park community was
hit by a noticeable increase in Burglary from Motor
Vehicles (BFMV). In each of these reported
incidents, the rear passenger-side windows were
smashed, in order to gain entry into the vehicle.
Items taken included various electronics (stereos,
IPods, GPS). The majority of these incidents have
occurred at night. During one of these incidents, a
resident observed a suspect entering a neighbor’s
vehicle around 2 o’clock in the morning. Please take
caution not to leave any valuables in your vehicles,
and if you do, please take measures not to leave them
visible through the windows. As always, if you see
any suspicious activity, be a good neighbor and
report it immediately.
Residential burglaries while fewer in numbers,
continue to plague the Leimert Park community.
Southwest Burglary Detectives have been hard at
work, conducting follow-ups on information
provided by residents. Recently, residents on the
3700 block of Roxton Avenue provided information
on a vehicle used by suspects in a burglary of one of
their neighbors. Southwest Burglary detectives were
able to locate the vehicle and take one suspect in
custody. As it turned out, several laptops and
electronic equipment were discovered inside the
vehicle, which was able to be traced to a number of
burglaries that had occurred in the city of Inglewood.
The suspect was able to be linked to these burglaries
and was subsequently arrested and booked.

Crime Tips-Telemarketing Scams

Many legitimate companies sell their products or
services through telemarketing by either calling
consumers or advertising a number for consumers to
call. Charities also use telemarketing techniques, and
unfortunately fraudulent telemarketers rob people
every day, using phones as their weapons. The
following are tips to help protect yourself from
Telemarketing scams.

1. Know who you’re dealing with. If the company or
charity is unfamiliar, check it out with your state or
local consumer protection agency and the Better
Business Bureau. Call the LAPD Police Commission
if the charity involves law enforcement
800-339-6868.
2. Be aware that "no complaint" is no guarantee.
Fraudulent operators open and close quickly, so the
fact that no one has made a complaint yet doesn’t
mean that the company or charity is legitimate. You
still need to look for other danger signs of fraud.
3. Don’t believe promises of easy money. If someone
claims that you can earn money with little or no
work, get a loan or credit card even if you have bad
credit or make money on an investment with little or
no risk, it’s probably a scam. One should always
remember, that an offer that sounds too good to be
true, probably is.
4. Think twice before entering contests operated by
unfamiliar companies. Fraudulent marketers
sometimes use contest entry forms to identify
potential victims.

6. Resist pressure. Legitimate companies will be
happy to send you detailed information and give you
time to make a decision. It is probably a scam if the
marketer demands that you act immediately or will
not take "No" for an answer.
7. Guard your personal information. Only provide
your credit card or bank account number when you
are actually paying for something. Do not give your
social security number to a telemarketer.
8. Senior citizens are particularly vulnerable to scams
that take advantage of people who live alone. Seniors
need to be wary when dealing with salespersons,
particularly over the phone.
9 .A common scam to be aware of is the "Canadian
lottery scam". The potential victims are contacted
over the phone and are told that they have won
several million dollars in the Canadian lottery.
However in order to receive the winning money, the
victims are told that they need to pay taxes on the
winning money, usually several thousand dollars.
The victims are instructed to send cashiers checks to
various post office box locations in either the United
States or Canada, defrauding the victims of their
money.
10. Use common sense and ask for names, addresses
and call back phone numbers. If you feel suspicious
simply hang up. If you are victimized contact the
LAPD, Commercial Crimes Division, Fraud Section
213-485-3795 for advice and assistance.

Agencies to report telemarketing scams
California Department of Justice, Office of the
Attorney General, Public inquiring Unit
916-322-3360, 800-952-5225.
Federal Trade Commission
415-356-5270, 310-824-4300

5. Never pay to play. It’s illegal for a company to
require you to buy something or pay a fee in order to
win or claim a prize. Buying something doesn’t
improve your chances of winning.

California Department of Corporations
800-347-6995
Commodity Futures Trading Commission
310-235-6783

California Department of Consumer Affairs
800-952-5210

SUBSTATION-CRENSHAW MALL
Crime Trends

United States Postal Service
800-275-8777
Los Angeles Police Department
Commercial Crimes Division, Fraud Section
for general information. 213-485-3795
3SLO99-VERMONT SQUARE

Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Southern is deployed at
the Crenshaw Mall (located at 3650 Martin L. King
Blvd). The “Mall” provides twenty five uniformed
security officers, who are employed by the
Investigative Protection Company/IPC. IPC,
provides constant parking lot patrol, foot beat patrol,
and has a state of the art camera system. The LAPD

Crime Trends:
Senior Lead Officer Sean Anderson advises that
“Street Robberies” are becoming an issue in the area
of Vermont Avenue and Martin Luther King
Boulevard. They are occurring during evening hours
and generally seem to take place at designated bus
stops. The suspects have been described only as
young males. The victims are often people wearing
jewelry or carrying cell phones.
Remember to try and avoid wearing any expensive
jewelry visible. Avoid carrying Ipods or cell phones
in your hands. If you witness or are a victim of a
robbery, do not confront the suspect(s). Be a good
witness. Get a good description of the suspects and
report that information immediately to the police.
Check for a direction of travel or location they flee to
and update a police dispatcher. Report any
suspicious people who are standing around bus stops
and not getting on the bus.

Crime Tips-Anonymous Reporting
If you have a crime you would like to report
anonymously you can now text the letters LAPD plus
your tip to #274637. You can also call 877-LAPD-24-7.

Substation (located on the first floor of the mall, next
to Sears) is staffed with six uniformed LAPD
Officers, who work with IPC, mall management, and
community members to provide a safe and enjoyable
shopping experience. Should you have any
questions, SLO Southern may be contacted at
(213)847-1276.
Crime Tip-Senior Crime Prevention
The three general rules to promote Senior Crime
Prevention are:
Stay Alert! Be tuned-in to your
surroundings; don’t be taken by surprise. Be
aware and prepared, even in your own
neighborhood.
Stand Tall! Walk confidently, don’t show
fear, and don’t look like a victim.

Trust Your Instincts! If you feel
uncomfortable in a place or situation, leave
right away and get help if necessary.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY
AND NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH EVENTS
Are your kids struggling to complete their home
work assignments? If so, then join St. Agatha’s
Catholic Church every Monday and Wednesday from
6:30pm to 9:30pm. They have a Life Skills Academy
that will teach your children the skills they need to
succeed in life. They will also provide tutors to help
your children with their homework. For additional
information, contact Senior Lead Officer Sanchez.
The Southwest Community Police Advisory Board
(CPAB) meets the first Monday of every month at the
Child Guidance Center, 3787 S. Vermont Avenue. If
you are interested in attending, please contact Sgt
Raymond Dorsey @ 213/847-5800.
The St. James Area Block Club meets the first
Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm. The
Wisconsin Street Block Club meets the second
Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm. The Estrella
Block Club meets the third Wednesday of every
month at 6:00 pm. For boundaries of these block
clubs please call Senior Lead Officer Salazar 323387-9617.
Senior Lead Officer Thomsen would like to see more
community members participate in the following two
neighborhood watch programs that meet at Jim
Gilliam Park, 4000 S. La Brea Ave:
*Baldwin Village Community in
Action meets every month on the third
Wednesday at 6PM.

*Jim Gilliam Park Seniors (Senior
Citizens) meet every month on the third
Wednesday at 1PM.
* The Crenshaw Manor Neighborhood
Watch Program meets every month on the
first Wednesday at 6PM at 3939 Marlton
Drive.

The “Businesses of West Adams Corridor” has its
next meeting scheduled for January 14, 2009. The
location is still to be determined. Officer Hauter will
be passing out flyers during the month of December
with further details. If you have any questions, please
contact Senior Lead Officer Hauter at 323/387-9617
for additional information.

The 26th Place Block Club is looking to expand their
block club. They meet on the second Tuesday, of
every month, at 7:00 PM, in the 2100 block of 26th
Place. If you live in the area of 26th Place and
Cimarron Street, you are encouraged to attend. Please
contact Senior Lead Officer Tracy Hauter for further
information.
Senior Lead Officer Hauter is also looking to start a
block club in area of Harvard Street, between Adams
and Jefferson. If you are interested in joining, please
email Officer Hauter at 35896@LAPD.LACITY.ORG.

*Dates and times are subject to change.
Please consult with your Senior Lead Officer
prior to attending any event.

